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OUR STORY

> The unwelcomed looks and the welcoming people at the Hornell

Public Library.

> In search of a community: “We need a space for us, what if we

organize a story-time?”
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DEI AND GLOBAL TALES

We believe that every child deserves to see their language and culture valued. Global Tales

program reflects the principles of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion by creating a space where linquistic
diversity is celebrated and cultural exchange is encouraged.

Why the DEI approach matters:

> Fosters Belonging: Multilingual children gain confidence and pride in their heritage by sharing
their mother tongues.

> Builds Bridges: English-speaking families discover the richness of other languages and
cultures.

> Strengthens Communities: Celebrating diversity helps build a more inclusive and
understanding society.



GLOBAL TALES GOALS

1. Support a multilingual story-time for children to

celebrate cultural and language diversity

2. Diversify the collection of the Hornell Public

Library, prioritizing bilingual books

3. Create a Global Hub so multilingual patrons feel

recognized and welcomed

4. Disseminate the Global Tales initiative

5. Increase library and volunteer capacity to better

support multicultural patrons



HORNELL, NY

Hornell is a small rural community (approx.
8,000).
Constant flux of people from around the world
that move to Hornell (4% in 2023).
In 2023, over 18 different lonquages were
spoken in our school district:

O Portuguese

O French




HORNELL

> Initial survey for Global Tales
(N= 17 participants).

> 10 multilingual families and 7
English-only households.

> Multilingual  families have
settled recently in Hornell or
the surrounding area (4.4

years in average).

LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN

In our family, we speak fluently the following languages...
(multiple selections were permitted)

= English = Spanish = French

Italian = Japanese = Korean = Serbian = Portuguese



CHILDREN’S BOOKS AT
HOME

> Families have a significant

Number of children's books at home

access of children’s booKs at  More than 100 bo0KS

home. 51 - 100 books

> There seems to be an interest in

26- 50 books - |
acquiring books in  other

11- 25 books
languages, but access at home —
is still limited. 0 - 10 books

0 2 4 6 8

Non-English books  ® Total number of books
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Identify successful
practices for a
children’s multilingual

story-time.



1. INVENTORY OF
RESOURCES

See your collection through a new lens

A\

Turn to your library system for bilingual
resources

> Seek information with agencies that serve
multicultural patrons
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In what ways does your library say:
“Libraries are for everyone?”
Start with a small commitment
Create a display

O  Seasonal

O Permanent
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2. A GLOBAL TALES
SESSION

Greet participants and add name tag to map

Welcome song and learning “Hello” in featured language

Introduction of participants and learning “My name is...” in featured language
Movement activity linked to story theme

Storytelling and snack

Craft activity
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Post-storytime hangout
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2. BOOK SELECTION

TEN BLOCKS
mBIG WOI(

OUR LONGING FOR BRAZIL

ANA CRESPO
Illustrations by ANDRE CEOLIN




2. STORYTELLING WITH
MULTILINGUAL FAMILIES

> Family storytelling differs from a library storytelling

> Strengthen volunteer capacity strategies:
O  Tips and Tricks, 2-page brief guide for volunteers
O Multilingual Storytelling training videos

O  Children’s storytelling strategies training in person



Allow children to take the stage
Incorporate Props- Realia

Repetition of key phrases in featured language: “call back”

VY VYY

Consider extra time for parent hangout: community building
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CONCLUSION

With attacks on DEI nationally and the vulnerability of immigrants, it is more important than ever
for rural libraries to identify ways they can support the diverse families within their communities.
A small commitment turned into 40 Story-Times, with 12 languages featured

683 Participants (adults and children)
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CONCLUSION

Successfully obtained 2 grants: S500 The Southern Tier Library System DEI Micro-Grant and
$10,000 ALA Building Library Capacities Grant to serve New Americans.

Bilingual books for free for volunteers and now all families attending.

Partnerships: I'm Your Neighbor, Alfred Box of Books, and CUNY Initiative of Immigration and
Education

SCRLC’s Prism Award for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Justice, and Accessibility



Eba Klindt
Klindte@stls.org

Elizabeth Rosales Cordova
multilingualstorytime@gmail.com



g2 Resources

Global Tales I'm Your Neighbor

CUNY Initiative
of Immigration
and Education

DEI Committee STLS

ALA: The Multilingual
White Paper Storytelling

YouTube Videos



https://sites.google.com/view/globaltales/english
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJ_a5gPbXxyuM764_joo5evXb1pV-sjy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJ_a5gPbXxyuM764_joo5evXb1pV-sjy
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFJ_a5gPbXxyuM764_joo5evXb1pV-sjy
https://www.cuny-iie.org/
https://www.cuny-iie.org/
https://www.cuny-iie.org/
https://imyourneighborbooks.org/
https://newamericans.ala.org/white-paper/
https://newamericans.ala.org/white-paper/
https://stls.libguides.com/c.php?g=1143612&p=9939613
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