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Rooted & Rising:

Rural Libraries, Equity,
and the Power of Community

Sam Helmick, President, American Library Association
Community & Access Services Coordinator, lowa City Public Library

G&G
5 December 2025
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BECAUSE MORE THAN

A QUARTER OF U.S.
HOUSEHOLDS DON’T HAVE
A COMPUTER WITH AN

T w J Al INTERNET CONNECTION.
v » 6 0 N #LibrariesTransform
i - [

ALA President

ILA Past President

ALA Chapter Council (lowa)

ALA Executive Board (2020-Present)

ALA IFRT Chair Elect
LA Intellectual Freedom Chair
lowa Governor's Commission of Libraries Past Chair

Community & Access Services Coordinator, lowa City Public Library OPEN TO

5K, Cookies, and LEGO enthusiast. User of the Oxford Comma.
| EMERGNG A L L

LE ADERS ' A\ Serving the LGBTQIA+ Community in Your Library
l|.. ] _: X ‘ J <3
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RURAL LIBRARIES ARE WITHIN REACH OF THEIR PATRONS

Almost four out of ten of America’s public libraries are
located In rural communities

Rural Americans

than 117 million times in FY 2017

million

Americans are sérved by
the nation’s approximately

from a Ubrary.
In rural America,

the average person is
4.9 miles from a library




i ! I | L ‘ YA \ | Ll el Y \ \ o\ \ "t \ \ L el A \ \ 3\ VIV NN

/ 7 o r / 4 'f' i I \ N
I8 l‘ | | ! ,‘ 15 \ "\ \ 1) \ \ wi \ | B\ \ v \

/

'
/

RURAL LIBRARIES ANCHOR THEIR COMMUNITIES

Rural libraries provided their Programming to connect people to information
patrons with access to more than: resources is increasing to mect local needs

« 100 milion books, « Rural itearies offered 34% more prograrm in 2017
« 154 million eBooks, than in 2008

o €8 million dowvioadibis sadis sl « In 2017, rueal Wbeanes ran nearly
3 - 750,000 programs with r/
« 11 millon DVDs, VHS, and streaming videos 12.S milion attendees.

Rural libraries often house « AbOUL one of every ten visits P
local history collections t0 a rural ibrary inchuded
attending a program o

« Of these programs: ‘ -

=
within their states, developing best ' O”Im*'"'
practices for delivering community-focused on children ﬂ
programming * More than 61,000 2

targetad young adults
Almost 4 in 10 rural Ubraries have one staff {}
-
: |

member who wears many hats - but * They covered topics
staff are not alone because state ::m:::*nw
libraries help by: ' hestth .- \
« Providing professional development activities o literacy, and workforce

« Helping rural ibeary staff network with ~ devalopment

o Supporting sumimer reading

peograms at rusal Mranes, helping
to fight the “surmmer shde”,

“
»
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RURAL LIBRARIES LEVEL THE PLAYING FIELD IN A CHANGING DIGITAL LANDSCAPE

Rural Uibraries provide access to a wealth of State libraries support digital literacy programs.

resources Some states use their IMLS Grants to States
funding to enable libraries to provide mobile

Rural libraries support lifelong learning to hotspots for patron check-out to bridge

users of all ages and levels the digital divide in communities that lack

The number of eBooks broadband coverage

and downloadable audio

Rural Uibraries provide Internet access:
materials has more than
doubled between 2008 and « Nore than 46,000 internet Computers {14% InCrease

2017, ex ' since 2008) were used mose than 23 mallion times by

avallable for rural residents s
o Onein-five kbrary vistton used an Intermet computer

at a rural library

Wi - patrons bring thelr own devices or bomow ones
from the Bbrary; more than 33 million sessions were
logged at rural libearies

Rural twary staff help patrom nawgate the
increasingly complcated web of online information

Internet resources provided by rural libranes support
SConOMIC development, entrepraneurship, students
during after-school houry, formal on-line education,
telchealth, access to government and communety
information, and ifelong keaming for thatr communities




77 71 il 4 / ! ‘I" ] ! I | | [y Y\ \ | '\ Tal 5 . YN \ OO | \ YN (R t% Yo . VN Bvr N ’
100 I8 Il | | ‘ | 8 15 | ) \ | 0\ { \ 1R ' f\ WA !

R\

How Rural Librarics Meet the Momgnt

- free Expression
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External practices: \\ | WORD 01': THE DAy

outreach, fine-free,
. platforming, and partnerships.

Equity

the quality of being fair and just,

Internal practices: | especially in a way that takes

inclusive hiring, account of and seeks to address
sustainable training, S r

: S eXxisting inequalities.
- and staff resourcing
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CLOSED

For Staff Training on MONDAY, AUGUST 26
UNTIL 2PM
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External practices: : WORD OF THE DAY

crisis and essential services, At

Home and digital deliveries,

- deliberate comms. ACCGSS

the ability and permission for

Internal practices: 2 individuals to use library resources

staff wellness, policy (books, digital databases, spaces,

and advocacy acumen . : :
: staff help) without unfair barriers,
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free
ALA Advocacy Academy Rttt _

tty tH\l

[__‘l_‘estlowa com |

for local, state, and national library advocacy

« Limit of 5 test kits per household
« First come, first serve while supplies last

- Face mask; must be worn to pick up kits \Ul IOWA C ITY
« If you have COVID-19 symptoms, please ’@‘ P U BLIC Ll B RARY

designate someone to pick up your kit

For more information, other places to pick up a L
Testlowa COVID-19 kit, to have a kit sent to you,
or to learn more, visit www.testiowa.com e}

Keep Iowa safe with free statewide

L|BRRY FTHINGS
DES MOINES
’ﬁl PUBLIC LIBRARY |

KITCHENWARE, TOOLS, GAMES, AND MORE
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protecting privacy, providing
thought partnership and

collaborative space, | . Free EX preSSK) N

the ability and permission for

Internal practices: individuals to use library resources

upholding professional ethics, (books, digital databases, spaces,

training, clear policies and . : :
. : staff help) without unfair barriers,
- respectful work culture
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Privacy @ ICPL I/; COMMUNITIES

ACCESSIBLE SMALL AND
RURAL COMMUNITIES

Confidentiality and

We are committed to
protecting your privacy.
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We believe itis essential to
protect intellectual freedom
and free speech, free thought,
and free association. State law

protects Library Accounts.
(lowa Coda Chapter 220

2V usraries _
' TRANSFORMING AL A 1 bl
COMMUNITIES Association

Learn to lead
conversations y
with ALA’s FREE E-COURSE
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What does courage look like todag?

1. Choosing to Seek Information, Even When It's Sensitive
2. Asking Hard Questions

3. Letting Their Children Explore

4. Using the Library as a Public Square

5. Reading Widely in a Climate of Narrowing

6. Asking for Help

7. Claiming Space in the Library

8. Building Community Across Dif ference

9. Using the Library During Crisis
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What does courage look like todag?

1. Defending Intellectual Freedom
2. Serving All Patrons Equitably

3. Adapting to Community Needs
4. Supporting Staff and Colleagues
5. Navigating Risk and Uncertainty
6. Advocating for the Profession

7. Demonstrating Everyday Bravery to Learn, Keep Going, Face
Uncertainty
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2 YOTSPOTS
—  BARE'NOW
AVAILABLE

| FOR CHECKOUT 8

- Political pressures & censorship =

-« Geographic isolation vs. community closeness

- Digital divide and access gaps
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-Community relationships built on

Tne Rural Library S§upcrpower S

- Adaptive problem-solving (“we'll figure it out”)

- Deep roots and generational knowledge
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Moments for Resilience
Pese /////////////////////////////
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Is a “culture war” although
relevant distracting communities
from a class war in America?

70% of challenges come f rom
special interest groups. -

Book Burninq Tow4
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Moments for Resilience

L,

Fdng

Despite providing a $5-89 return

. : : : Tell Congress to invest in libraries.
on investment, libraries continue S

1o see funding, distribution, and |
e > #FundLibraries ALAE.
digital rights management

crunches.
#SaveIMLS #K eeplibrariesLocal
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Framework for Cours geous Service

~ Courage: ‘ Compass:on * Consistency:
 Standing - meetingfear - 4pplying policy,
- firmon | - with | - ethics, and trust-
 Mission and comnection  building every day
 values e S s
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\ Libraries and
2 Religious Freedom &4
with’/ALA President *

Sam Helmick

ALA Lecture Series - A L RAVRd
(.’ \ 3¢ 5 "M ¥ Advocate for clarity el 4
t A and direction to

comply with

o THE STATE OF
=]

THURSDAY, APRIL 17, 2025 ¢ 5PM ‘:‘ ii ‘,1
i L o p——

What Comes Next: Libraries, Advocacy, and Public Policy—A
Conversation with ALA President-elect Sam Helmick
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At least he'slnot a book burney, yo:’h@l&éd“gﬂ;c‘an
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W 6’ I n CSS You are the sky. Everything else —it's just the weather. Pema Chodron.
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| wake to sleep, and take my waking slow. | feel my fate in what | cannot fear.
| learn by going where | have 1o go. We think by feeling. What is there to know?

W 6 I I n ‘6 S S | hear my being dance from ear to ear. | wake 1o sleep, and take my waking slow.

- Theodore Roethke
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Thanks!

samhelmick.library@gmail.com

319-850-2178

m Carnival

for the presentation template

Pexels, Pixabag
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